


Doria Manfredi, the Puccinis’ maid, unjustly accused of “immoral conduct™
(i.e., having an affair with Puccini) by Puccini’s wife, Elvira. Elvira fired
Doria and tried to destroy her reputation by spreading malicious rumors.
Unfortunately Puccini was absent during most of this and did little to help.
Driven to despair Doria took her own life with poison in 1909. It was sub-
sequently proved that she was totally innocent. See the Appendix at the back
of the book for more on Puccini and Doria.

8. VERDI’S ‘PAROLA LiRriCA’

“Parole liriche” (or “parole sceniche”) is Verdi’s term for those evoca-
tive phrases which, when set to the right musical phrase, work their
way into the depths of us. These phrases rivet our attention and invite
us to listen, savor, and reflect; they often slow down the action on stage
so as to work their magic even better. A typical example is Azucena’s
remark to Manrico in Il Trovatore: “Strana pieta!”/Strange pity!, com-
menting on the mysterious impulse which caused Manrico not to kill
the Count, his arch-rival and sworn enemy, when he had the chance.
Two little words, yet so rich in mystery and sung in such a dark, haunt-
ing way! Why this strange reluctance to kill a man who is clearly bent
on killing you?
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