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corpo” (‘a pleasing feeling, bland and sweet/of the mind and body’).

aspro  Bitter, rough, harsh, severe, cruel, intractable:

  “Mal’ reggendo all’aspro assalto/ Ei già tocco il suolo avea.”
 Badly standing up to the bitter attack/He already touched the ground 
had. 

Paraphrase: Unsuccessfully trying to resist the bitter attack, he had 
already fallen on the ground (...) “Tocco” is short for “toccato” . Man-
rico describing to his mother his strange inability to kill the Count 
in Il Trovatore. 

candido  Palazzi: “bianchissimo, puro, innocente, sincero, ingenuo”; 
Zingarelli: “troppo semplice e buono” .

                         “La   bella  mano  candida!”
                          What a beautiful  white hand!

(The Duke to the prostitute Maddalena in Rigoletto). “Candida” sug-
gests qualities of virtue as well as an ivory complexion. How clever 
of the Duke to play on this flattering connotation! Maddalena can’t be 
used to this kind of compliment.

crudo  Bitter, inhuman, cruel, pitiless, severe, sad. Zingarelli’s Vocabo-
lario (dictionary): “mancante di luce, scuro, pensoso, taciturno, non             
chiara”(lacking in light, dark, thoughtful, taciturn, not clear).

       “Cruda, funesta smania tu m’hai svegliato in petto [pEtto]"
         Cruel,   fatal obsession   you have awakened  in my chest.
         (Enrico in Lucia di Lammermoor).

cupo  Dark, dim, gloomy, somber, deep, baleful . This word also con-
notes  mystery, sadness, and sometimes danger.

               “Quel   suon,   quelle    preci,    solenni,   funeste,
                 That sound,   those prayers,   solemn,   deadly,

                 Empiron   quest’aere [aere]  di    cupo    terror!”
                 Filled          this air                     with   dark    terror!


